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He had no intentions of being in the hot, sweat-
inducing spotlight. He had no aspirations of starting 
a non-profit organization. And he knew nothing 
about the pain of losing a loved one to cancer. Until 
Justin. Justin Izlar was a childhood friend who, 
at the age of 25, died of osteosarcoma, a rare 
form of bone cancer. For seven years Christoph 
watched his friend’s life change before his eyes 
and could do nothing about it. As an 18-year-old 
freshman starting college, Justin took the news the 
way anyone would. There was shock, unanswered 
questions and unexplainable emotions. It’s what 
Justin did days and years after the diagnosis that 
would defy the odds. 

He turned to poetry. With every poem penned 
came a young man’s brutal honest, purpose and 
captivating voice. “He was just so good at it you 
would’ve thought he had been doing it for years,” 
explains Christoph.
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In 2013, a year after Justin’s untimely death, 
Christoph decided the world needed to know his 
story, and those alike, thus founding the non-
profit organization, Fighting Cancer With Poetry. 
Christoph is no stranger to the question, how does 
one fight cancer with poetry? His answer is a 
simple one--by raising awareness. “You can’t fight 
cancer or anything else if no one knows about it.”

FCWP introduces the artistic expression of poetry 
to a community of people who may not know how or 
where to channel their emotions when affected by 
cancer. Renowned poets and spoken word artists 
across the DC Metro region come together in 
support of the organization putting on electrifying 
and soul-stirring performances throughout the 
year. From poetry jam fundraisers, to online and 
in-house writing workshops and a worldwide poetry 
contest, Fighting Cancer With Poetry is carrying 
out the legacy of Justin Izlar, reaching people of all 
walks of life who are fighting the same battle.

Since its inception, FCWP has partnered with the 
Sarcoma Foundation of America, donating proceeds 
from events to assist with funding research efforts 
to finding a cure for sarcoma. 

To date, FCWP has raised an estimated $10,000, 
which has been dispersed amongst many projects, 
program and initiatives including, SFA.
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FCPW is Christoph’s way of showing the world “raising awareness isn’t just about running a marathon.” 

Christoph has watched the organization evolve over a short period of time thanks to coverage from 
various media outlets, veteran poets turned FCWP ambassadors and a partnership with the popular 
Busboys & Poets venue. Like many CEOs of start-up non-profit organizations, Christoph has endured 
the challenge of securing grants and sponsorships, so oft times he turns to his for-profit businesses, 
ChristophWrites and Poet Life, to finance FCWP events and activities.

As FCWP continues to expand, Christoph’s mission is the same--to connect with the people on a deeper 
level, the way his good friend Justin Izlar did.IMSHANNON.COM



“Poets are the messengers of the world,” he 
explains.  And with the help of Fighting Cancer With 
Poetry, cancer warriors and their loved ones are 
encouraged to pick up a pen, write and fight.
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